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PURPOSE:To correct the tilt of a general document picture by obtaining the dispersion of the oblique 
shadow value on a scan line and using the scan number N which minimizes said shadow value to perform 
the 1/N scan of a picture image. 

CONSTITUTION:The dispersion sigma generated from the oblique shadow value on each scan line for a 
period from the start of appearance of a black picture element to disappearance of the black picue element 
or in a range up to several hundred lines is obtained by a sigma calculating circuit 5. Then the tilt of pictures 
is reduced as the dispersion sigma is reduced in terms of the same picture. Thus a skew detecting circuit 6 
evaluates the obtained dispersion sigma to detect the tilting degree of pictures. Then the 1/N scan is 
performed via a controller 2 for pictures stored in a picture memory 1 by means of the scan number N which 
minimizes the dispersion sigma in accordance with the result of detection of the circuit 6. As a result, the 
skew corrected picture signals with which no tilt is produced with pictures are delivered successively from a 
memory 1 . 
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